
LIGHTS, CAMERA, LIVE!
How to set the scene

for a successful home videoconference
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WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER

At the start of the year, none of us thought we would 
be collectively working and schooling from home. 
But here we are!

We at Showcall Inc. have 19 years of live broadcast 
and web streaming design, production, and 
execution under our belts (the belts are getting larger these days).

We realize not everyone has access to studio 
lighting, broadcast cameras, and expensive video 
switchers. But that doesn’t mean we can’t help you 
MacGyver your way into a professional looking and 
sounding home-based video conference set up, 
utilizing items you have around your house.

So without further ado...
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YOU ARE CREATIVE, SO LET’S DO THIS!

When creating your video conference set up, you 
get to be the lighting designer, sound engineer, set 
designer, and director of photography. 

As the lead set designer for your broadcast, you 
have to think not only about what you look like but 
what everyone will hear in the background and see 
behind you, over your shoulder, etc.

Pick a location as quiet as possible, try to be in 
control of the lighting, and think about how much 
you will need to “dress” the backdrop (i.e., don’t do 
it in your laundry room with piles of laundry behind 
you and the dryer running).
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SET DESIGNALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE

Take a good look at what is behind you in the camera frame. 
Does it look messy? Don’t distract your audience with a 
disorganized space in your backdrop. 

This is an opportunity to show your personality as well. 
Consider placement of a family photo, favorite sports team 
memorabilia, or  company logo/award.

Sit close enough that YOU are most of the image on screen. 
Be sure to leave some space above your head.
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LIGHTINGLIGHT TURNS THE ORDINARY INTO MAGICAL

Start by turning on the lights in the room.  That little web 
camera in your computer loves light. The brighter the 
better. 

Sit facing a window. Natural front light on your face is 
great when available, but direct sun can cast shadows.

Be careful of windows behind you, asthey will likely be 
brighter than your front light and can turn you into a 
silhouette.

If you don’t have access to studio quality lighting, try 
placing matching lamps on either side of your computer. 
Be sure they both have the same type of light bulb. 
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CAMERATHE EYES SPEAK LOUDER THAN THE VOICE

Your eye line and virtual eye contact with your audience is 
critical to message making and impression. 

Set the web camera at level with your eyes(1) or just 
above(2).

Consider placing your computer on a stack of books to 
elevate it. 
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CAMERATHE EYES SPEAK LOUDER THAN THE VOICE

Look at the web camera, especially when addressing your 
virtual audience. Don’t forget to smile!

Pro Tip: Place post it notes next to the web 
cam lens with reminder to look here and 
smile. 

LOOK HERE!

NOT HERE!
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AUDIOCAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?

Wear wired or wireless headphones - it will sound better 
because it makes it easier for the video teleconference 
program to process the audio.
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WARDROBEKEEP IT SIMPLE

Choose solid colors over patterns. They will make your 
web stream image look like it’s a higher resolution.
Blues always play well. White is ok for a shirt or blouse 
under a jacket or sweater.

Be careful of jewelry, as it can click and make noise, 
and/or reflect light.
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Above are some screen grabs from national 
broadcaster’s twitter feeds, featuring great use of solid 
colors, lack of patterns/jewelry etc.



TECH TALKYOU GOT THIS
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Take time in advance of your call to familiarize yourself 
with the teleconference platform. Know how to turn your 
camera off and on, how to mute and unmute your mic, 
and possibly how to virtually raise your hand to ask a 
question.

Finally, be sure to close the application out completely 
when you leave the conference. Your web camera light 
should now be off.



WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER

Finally, if you have gotten to this point and you still 
just don’t seem to look, sound, or feel right about 
what you need to do, just drop us a note and ask. 
We are happy to help do our part to get us all 
through these difficult times. We are all collectively 
rolling with the punches these days, so please know 
that we at Showcall are in your corner.

Stay healthy,

Your friends from The Showcall Team
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